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In living peatlands (mires):  

Å Plant production > decay  

Å Peat accumulates 

Å Positive Carbon-balance 



Peat accumulates during thousands of years and stores 

concentrated carbon in thick layers 



Peatlands are found in almost every country. 

Worldwide: 4 million km2  



Also important in the EU 



The Cinderella Syndrom 

The importance of peatlands for climate change 

mitigation (and adaptation!) has long been overlooked  



Natural peatlands remove CO2 and emit CH4.  

In balance, they are climatically neutral 



Their importance lies in their carbon stock:  

peatland is peat-land and peat is largely carbon 



Peatlands are the most space-effective carbon (C) 

stocks of all terrestrial ecosystems.  



In the boreal zone peatlands contain 7 x more carbon 

per ha than other ecosystems, in the tropics 10 x 


